Glyphosate / Roundup: NOT SAFE

The existing approval of glyphosate and Roundup is out of date. New research and the conclusions
of an international team of reviewers have established ample reason to immediately discontinue use
of Roundup and other herbicide formulations that contain glyphosate.
•

Most recently the World Health Organization’s cancer research agency announced that
glyphosate is “probably carcinogenic”i to humans. The UN agency based its decision on
human, animal, and cell studies.

•

Other independent research has linked glyphosate to a long list of serious health conditions
and chronic diseases, including breast cancer,ii birth defects,iii kidney disease,iv and endocrine
disruption.v

•

It was recently determined that glyphosate may in fact bio-accumulate, resulting in a
concentration in our bodies that is greater than what may be excreted. This was shown in a
sample testing of mothers’ breast milk and urine.vi

•

Further, a 2014 studyvii showed that the so-called “inert” ingredients or adjuvants used in the
formulation of Roundup made it more toxic than glyphosate alone.

Small children with their higher respiratory rates, tendency to sit on the ground, and place their
hands in their mouths, are especially vulnerable to exposure. Sharp increases in child disease
including a 20% rise in childhood leukemia and brain tumors since 1975viii as well as higher rates of
allergies, asthma, autism, and birth defects have all been linked to environmental factors such as
pesticides (including herbicides). Pets too, are at higher risk of being sickened.
While manufacturers continue to insist that glyphosate is safe to use as directed, the uncomfortable
fact is that very little is known about the effects of long-term, low level exposure. What is known, is
that an extraordinary amount of glyphosate is being released into the environment: an estimated
300 million pounds per year in the U.S.
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